
CHAIR’S WELCOME

Dear All,

The next ENVI meetings will take place
on 2, 3 and 7 September.

I hope you and your loved ones had a
good, relaxing and, above all, safe
summer break. The ENVI committee
resumes its work with the fight against
COVID-19 and ensuring that the EU
puts sustainability as the central pillar
of its economic recovery as its
overarching priorities.

COVID-19 continues to represent a
formidable challenge for the EU. Whilst we did not eradicate the virus in the
EU, many believed that we had at least managed to keep it under control. The
current recrudescence of cases across Europe proved that hope elusive.

The coming months will continue to test our mettle: COVID-19 will continue to
put our health services under stress and it will require that everyone plays
her/his part. The fight and cohabitation with the virus will continue for some
time. Patience and abiding by the rules is the least we can do to honour the
sacrifice of those who have lost their lives to COVID-19, to protect the most
vulnerable and to help those who are on the frontline of the fight. There should
be no sympathy or leniency given to the charlatans who politicise and refuse
mask-wearing when the rules so demand.

We will start our meeting on 2 September hearing from ECDC Director Ammon
on the trajectory of the virus in the EU and worldwide and on the effectiveness
of the measures in place at the EU and Member States’ level. As the schools are
readying to welcome students after the summer, it will be particularly
interesting to hear from Dr Ammon about the findings of the ECDC report of 6
August on “COVID-19 in children and the role of school settings in COVID-19
transmission” as well as the takeaways from the 19 August report on
population-wide testing strategies.

On 7 September, we will also delve in another major battle line against the
virus: the state of play in the development, approval, production and
distribution of an effective vaccine. We will notably hear from the Commission
on progress on its EU vaccines strategy, including the state of play on the
Vaccines Advance Purchase Agreement. On 27 August, the Commission
announced signing the first contract with AstraZeneca. Through the contract,
all Member States will be able to purchase 300 million doses of the AstraZeneca
vaccine, with an option for further 100 million doses. The Commission is also
discussing similar agreements with other vaccine manufacturers and has
concluded successful exploratory talks with Sanofi-GSK, Johnson&Johnson,
CureVac and Moderna, all promising front-runners in the vaccine-race.

On 2-3 September, we will also adopt the report on the Union Civil Protection
Mechanism and its rescEU instrument: a key MFF file also in the EU response
to the COVID-19 pandemic. With a reinforcement of roughly 2 billion EUR on
top of the previous proposal, the UCPM and rescEU must be equipped with
stronger, speedier, more effective and flexible instruments to respond to all
sorts of risks and threats the Union is and will be facing: from communicable
diseases to blazing forest fires. ENVI's speedy adoption will ensure that the
Parliament is in a position to start negotiations with a view to making the
system operational in record time. Not just COVID-19, but also the disastrous
forest fires taking place in California right now, remind us of the need of having
an ambitious UCPM in place as soon as possible.

In the coming meetings we will also adopt a set of opinions calling for a set of
policies - ranging from the budget for next year to the future EU industrial
strategy - to ensure that the climate and environmental principles apply firmly

and across the board and to ensure that taxpayers’ money is invested in their
best long-term interest.

Finally, in these times of crisis, we do not forget our key role in keeping the
Commission and Member States accountable in the implementation of EU
legislation. On 2 September we will hold the consideration on our draft
motion for resolution on the implementation of the EU water legislation and
we will adopt the accompanying oral question. You can follow the ENVI
Committee meeting live at:
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/envi/home.html

You can also follow the activities of the ENVI Committee on its official Twitter
account @EP_ENVIRONMENT

Pascal Canfin - 2 September 2020

MEETING ITEMS

Results of the votes of the last ENVI meeting are available here.

Votes (2-3 Sept.):
 Implementation of the EU water legislation (vote on 2 Sept.),
 Amending Regulation (EU) 2015/1017 as regards creation of a Solvency

Support Instrument (vote on amendments on 2 Sept., final vote on 3 Sept.),
 Amending Decision No 1313/2013/EU on a Union Civil Protection

Mechanism (vote on amendments on 2 Sept., final vote on 3 Sept.),
Votes (7 Sept.):
 Objection pursuant to Rule 112(2) and (3) and (4)(c) : Amending the Annex

to Regulation (EU) No 231/2012 laying down specifications for food
additives listed in Annexes II and III to Regulation (EC) No 1333/2008 of the
European Parliament and of the Council as regards specifications for
titanium dioxide (E 171) (D066794/03)

 General budget of the EU for the financial year 2021 - all sections
 Framework of ethical aspects of AI, robotics and related technologies
 A New Industrial Strategy for Europe
Consideration (3 Sept.):
 Technical and operational measures for more efficient and cleaner

maritime transport
Exchanges of Views (2 and 7 Sept.):
 With Dr Andrea Ammon, Director of the European Centre for Disease

Prevention and Control – update on the COVID-19 situation (on 2 Sept.)
 With the Commission on the EU vaccines strategy, including the state of

play on the Vaccines Advance Purchase Agreement (on 7 Sept.)

ENVI IN THE NEXT PLENARY

Draft agenda of the Plenary available here.

VOTES

Implementation of the EU water legislation
Adoption of questions for oral answer (see meeting documents)

Further to the Fitness Check of the Water Framework Directive (WFD), the
Environmental Quality Standards Directive (EQSD), the Groundwater Directive
(GWD) and the Floods Directive (FD), the ENVI Committee held an exchange of
views with the Commission, and has prepared two Oral Questions with a
Motion for a Resolution on the issue. In their draft motion for a resolution of 9
June 2020, co-sponsors welcome the success of the WFD in setting up an
adequate governance framework and the assessment of the Commission that
the WFD is fit for purpose, yet they underline that its implementation needs to

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/envi/home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/envi/votes-in-committee.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/agendas.html
https://emeeting.europarl.europa.eu/emeeting/committee/agenda/202009/ENVI


be improved and speeded up. Co-
sponsors highlight the fact that the
objectives of the WFD are not
reached due to inadequate funding,
slow implementation, insufficient
enforcement and broad use of
exemptions. In the draft oral
questions to the Commission and
the Council, the co-sponsors are

addressing a number of questions notably on the actions that will be taken in
order to improve and enforce the implementation of the water legislation,
ensuring that its objectives are achieved as soon as possible and at the latest
by 2027. They inquire how the divergent implementation of the legislation
among Member States will be addressed, how synergies will be sought with
other policies and whether the funding available will be sufficient to address
the existing gaps. The Commission is additionally asked how it intends to
address problems in the field of chemicals, such as the need to monitor a wider
range of substances and take into account the combined effects of mixtures,
and what actions are envisaged on pollutants of emerging concern, particularly
pharmaceuticals and microplastics.
Co-Sponsors: HANSEN (EPP), CERDAS (S&D), ŞTEFĂNUȚĂ (Renew),DREOSTO (ID),
HÄUSLING (Greens/EFA), KOPCIŃSKA (ECR), BJÖRK (GUE/NGL), EVI (NI)

Solvency Support Instrument
Adoption of a draft opinion (see meeting documents)

On 27 May 2020 the Commission adopted two Communications introducing
the so-called Recovery Plan, to harness the full power of the EU budget to
mobilise investment and frontload financial support in the crucial first years of
recovery from the COVID-19 crisis. The creation of a Solvency Support
Instrument (SSI) would set a temporary equity-based instrument, for which the
investment period in relation to the solvency support window runs in general
until end-2024 in terms of approvals by the Investment Committee and the
governing bodies of EIB/EIF and until end-2026 in terms of signature of the
operations. Companies to be supported under the proposal are those with an
otherwise viable business model but which are solvency constrained due to the
Covid-19 crisis. The purpose is to help them weather this difficult period so that
they are in a position to carry the recovery when the time comes. The Solvency
Support Instrument will be open to all Member States and to all the sectors
covered by the European Fund for Strategic Investments (EFSI) Regulation, also
known as Juncker plan, with a focus on those Member States whose economies
have been most affected by the effects of the Covid-19 pandemic and/or where
the availability of State solvency support is more limited. ECON-BUDG have the
lead on the file while ENVI, ITRE and TRAN have Rule 57 with shared
competences for the new window on solvency. 75 amendments have been
tabled with no need for compromises amendments.
Rapporteur: CANFIN (Renew)
Shadows rapporteur: BONAFÉ (S&D)

Union Civil Protection Mechanism/rescEU
Adoption of a draft report (see meeting documents)

On 2 June, the Commission
presented its new proposal with
targeted changes to Decision No
1313/2013/EU on a Union Civil
Protection Mechanism (UCPM).
Through the UCPM, the Union
supports, coordinates and
supplements the action of
Member States in the field of civil

protection to prevent, prepare for and respond to natural and man-made

disasters within and outside the Union. The new proposal aims to strengthen
the UCPM to ensure that the EU and Member States are better prepared to
respond to large scale emergencies such as the COVID-19 pandemic. The
revised proposal de facto replaces the previous proposal on the UCPM
presented by the Commission on 7 March 2019, in the 8th legislature. In his
draft report, Mr Androulakis endorses the increased ambition and role for the
UCPM as an instrument to confront new types of crisis such as the current
pandemic. The UCPM was not sufficiently endowed with policy and budgetary
resources to offer speedy and sizeable support to the Member States which
risked being overwhelmed by the crisis. DEVE provided an opinion in a form of
a letter focusing on the involvement of Humanitarian actors in the civil
protection operations, and BUDG just adopted its opinion focusing on the
budget of the mechanism for the next seven years, also in light of the proposal
on a European Recovery Instrument. ENVI Members will vote on 107
amendments, including the 44 AMs of the draft report. 6 Compromise
amendments have been negotiated covering issues such as the experience
gained on the COVID-19 crisis, the definition of the resilience goals, and the
strengthening of the RescEU capacities. The vote on the AMs will take place on
2 September, whilst the vote will take place on 3 September. The report will
then be on the agenda of the September plenary.
Rapporteur: ANDROULAKIS (S&D)
Shadows:MELO (EPP), ŞTEFĂNUȚĂ (RENEW), AUKEN (GREENS/EFA), DREOSTO (ID),
FIOCCHI (ECR), KONEČNÁ (GUE/NGL)

CONSIDERATIONS

Technical and operational measures for more efficient
and cleaner maritime transport
Consideration of a draft report (see meeting documents)

In his draft opinion, the ENVI
Rapporteur, Mr Javi López (S&D),
highlights the importance of
maritime transport contributing
to climate neutrality in the EU by
2050 at the latest and of urgently
including the sector in the EU ETS.
He also underlines the necessity
of implementing all available
operational and technical

measures to improve energy efficiency and reduce emissions in the short term.
Furthermore, the Rapporteur puts forth a call to the Commission to propose a
ban on using open-loop scrubbers (exhaust gas cleaning systems used to
comply with sulphur oxide limits and discharging wash water into the sea).
Moreover, the Commission should urgently fulfil its commitment to regulate
access of the most polluting ships to ports and oblige docked ships to use shore-
side electricity. The Rapporteur also stresses the importance of extending
emission control areas (ECAs) to all EU seas and calls on all parties to rapidly
agree on a Mediterranean ECA to reduce both sulphur and nitrogen oxides
emissions from ships. Finally, according to him, the EU should lead by example
by adopting stringent requirements to clean maritime transport, while pushing
for ambitious measures at international forums such as the IMO.....
Rapporteur: LÓPEZ (S&D)
Shadows rapporteurs:WEISS (EPP), CHABAUD (Renew), MÉLIN (ID), PAULUS
(GREENS/EFA), ZALEWSKA (ECR), BOMPARD (GUE/NGL),
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EXCHANGES OF VIEWS

Dr Andrea Ammon, ECDC Director – update on the
COVID-19 situation

The ECDC Director, Dr Andrea
AMMON, has been invited to the
ENVI Committee meeting to give
an update on the situation of the
COVID-19 pandemic in the EU
and on the ECDC’s work to
address it. ECDC is closely
monitoring the outbreak and

issuing regular epidemiological updates and risk assessment. The lECDC Risk
assessment on COVID-19, released on 10 August 2020 notes that as countries
regained control of transmission and alleviated the burden on healthcare,
many measures were relaxed or removed to allow for a more viable way of life
with the virus in circulation. Subsequently, a recent increase in COVID-19 cases
has been reported in many EU/EEA countries. On 6 August, the ECDC published
a technical report on: “COVID-19 in children and the role of school settings in
COVID-19 transmission” which provides an overview of the epidemiology and
disease characteristics of COVID-19 in children (0-18 years) in EU/EEA countries
and the UK. Among the key messages of this report are that: (i) Children are
more likely to have a mild or asymptomatic infection, meaning that the
infection may go undetected or undiagnosed; (ii) When symptomatic, children
shed virus in similar quantities to adults and can infect others in a similar way
to adults; (iii) It is unknown how infectious asymptomatic children are; (iv)
While very few significant outbreaks of COVID-19 in schools have been
documented, they do occur, and may be difficult to detect due to the relative
lack of symptoms in children. On 19 August 2020, ECDC also published a
technical report on “Population-wide testing of SARS-CoV-2: country
experiences and potential approaches in the EU/EEA and the United Kingdom”,
which summarises country experiences and perspectives relating to the
objective and application of different population-wide testing approaches and
discusses the options in the context of the EU/EEA and the UK. the document
concludes that population-wide testing strategies can complement other public
health measures and are more effective when paired with case isolation and
contact tracing. Another technical report, published on 11 August, describes
the COVID-19 clusters and outbreaks in occupational settings in the EU/EEA and
the UK, including healthcare and non-healthcare settings, and identifies
possible factors contributing to transmission in these settings.

The EU vaccines strategy and the Vaccines
Advance Purchase Agreement (on 7 September)

On 7 September, ENVI Members will
debate with Sandra Gallina, Deputy
Director General of DG SANTE on
the state of play of the EU vaccines
strategy and the Vaccines Advance
Purchase Agreement. The
Commission adopted its European
Vaccines Strategy on 17 June. This

strategy aims to secure for all European citizens high-quality, safe, effective and
affordable vaccines within 12 to 18 months. To do so, and together with the
Member States, the Commission is agreeing Advance Purchase Agreements
with vaccine producers reserving or giving the Member States the right to buy
a given number of vaccine doses for a certain price, as and when a vaccine
becomes available. Advanced Purchase Agreements are financed with the
Emergency Support Instrument, which has funds dedicated to the creation of a

portfolio of potential vaccines with different profiles and produced by different
companies. The European Commission is also committed to ensuring that
everyone who needs a vaccine gets it, anywhere in the world and not only at
home. No one will be safe until everyone is safe. This is why it has raised almost
€16 billion since 4 May 2020 under the Coronavirus Global Response, the global
action for universal access to tests, treatments and vaccines against
coronavirus and for the global recovery.

On 27 August, the Commission announced the signature of a contract with the
pharmaceutical company AstraZeneca which will allow the purchase of a
vaccine against COVID-19 for all the Member States of the EU as well as the
donation to lower and middle income countries or the re-direction to other
European countries. Through the contract, all Member States will be able to
purchase 300 million doses of the AstraZeneca vaccine, with an option for
further 100 million doses, to be distributed on a population-based pro-rata
basis. The Commission will also continue to discuss similar agreements with
other vaccine manufacturers and has concluded successful exploratory talks
with Sanofi-GSK on 31 July, Johnson & Johnson on 13 August, CureVac on 18
August and Moderna on 24 August, all credited to be frontrunners in the race
for a successful COVID-19 vaccine.

NEWS FROM THE POLICY DEPARTMENT

Recent publications:
 Study on Strengthening Europe in the fight against cancer
 Briefing on Assessment of COVID-19 surveillance case definitions and data

reporting in the European Union
 Briefing on medicine shortage in the EU during the novel coronavirus

outbreak
 In-depth analysis on Brazil and the Amazon Rainforest: Deforestation,

biodiversity and cooperation with the EU and international forums
 Briefing on the EU's public health response to the novel coronavirus

outbreak
 Workshop proceedings on cancer prevention – modifiable risk factors

(Health Working Group)
 Study on EU public health policies - state of play, current and future

challenges (also its At a glance version)
 Study on EU environment and climate change policies - state of play,

current and future challenges (also its At a glance version in EN and FR)
 Study on international climate negotiations in view of the COP25 UN

Climate Change Conference in Madrid

Upcoming publications:
 Study on "The EP carbon footprint: towards carbon neutrality" (September

2020)
 Briefing on the "Greenhouse gas emission from shipping: waiting for

concrete progress at IMO level"(September 2020)
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NEWS FROM THE AGENCIES

European Environment Agency (EEA)
Building a coherent Trans-European
Nature network. Despite a strong policy
framework and significant efforts by
Member States (MSs) to halt biodiversity
loss and ecosystem degradation in

Europe, the conservation status of protected species and habitats continues to
decline along with the provision of ecosystem services. The new EU biodiversity
strategy to 2030 addresses this decline with a plan to ‘build a truly coherent
Trans-European Nature Network’. This will be built on the existing Natura 2000
network by analysing the potential connectivity between Natura 2000 sites
using green infrastructure (GI) landscape elements important for delivering
ecosystem services More information

European Medicines Agency (EMA)
The EMA has set up an infrastructure to
support the monitoring of the efficacy
and safety of COVID-19 treatments and
vaccines when used in day-to-day
clinical practice. This is underpinned by

three contracts for observational research that EMA has signed with academic
and private partners over recent months, to be ready to effectively monitor
vaccines in the real world as soon as they are authorised, and support the safe
and effective use of COVID-19 vaccines and medicines. More information here.

European Food Safety Authority (EFSA)
EFSA has completed a comprehensive
analysis of the available scientific evidence
on bee mortality, as part of its ongoing
review of the guidance for assessing risks to
bees from pesticides. The report published
on 28 July is based on the largest systematic

collection of evidence on mortality rates ever carried out, and covers the three
bee groups – honey bees, bumble bees and solitary bees.

Establishing reliable figures on bee mortality rates is a crucial component of the
bee guidance review and the report aims to strengthen existing knowledge by
adopting a more systematic approach than used previously, and widening the
scope of the analysis beyond mortality of forager bees.More info.

European Chemicals Agency (ECHA)
New ECHA Board of Appeal (BoA) decisions on
animal testing on cosmetics ECHA’s BoA is
responsible for deciding on appeals lodged
against certain ECHA decisions taken under

REACH and the Biocidal Products Regulation. The BoA has recently adopted two
decisions, on compliance check of REACH registrations, which examine the links
between REACH and the Cosmetics Regulation with regard to the requirements
for testing on animals. The decisions bring clarity on the relationship between
the information requirements in REACH and the marketing and testing ‘bans’
in the Cosmetics Regulation.Read the decisions here.

European Centre for Disease Prevention and
Control (ECDC)

On 19 August, the ECDC published a technical
report summarising country experiences and
perspectives relating to the objective and
application of different population-wide COVID-
19 testing approaches. From the study emerges
that: 1. Different population-wide testing
approaches have already been used in various

countries, including household testing, individual testing and the testing of
incoming travellers, irrespective of whether or not they are displaying
symptoms; 2. Factors that need to be considered prior to implementation of
any population-wide testing strategy which is to include all individuals are the
epidemiological situation, costs, logistics, technical feasibility, resource
availability, contract tracing capabilities, barriers to testing, potential false
positivity and timely notification.; 3. Population-wide testing strategies can
complement other public health measures and are more effective when paired
with case isolation and contact tracing. More information.

Next meetings of the ENVI Committee: 10 September 2020 (Brussels).
Future meetings: 2020 meeting dates.

Watch online the Committee meeting on the EP web site or on Europarl
TV.
Past meetings are available: EP Live multimedia library and you can also
download the extracts of speeches.

More information: envi-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu or website of
the ENVI Committee.

Subscription: To sign up for ENVI committee press releases please go to
European Parliament News Subscription Services to subscribe.
For media enquiries, please write to envi-press@europarl.europa.eu

Further information sources: The EP Policy Departments publish studies, notes,
information notes and workshop proceedings. To request a hard copy of any
publication please contact Poldep-Economy-Science@europarl.europa.eu. The
European Parliamentary Research Service (EPRS) provides research publications
in the area of environment, public health and food safety. You can find all the
latest publications on the European Parliament website’s Think Tank pages.
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